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all such people who, though considered weak from the non-co-operator's standpoint,
were  patriots  every inch  of   them.   He would not criticize   lawyers in  a
carping spirit because it was the lawyers who had rendered signal services to
the country when everyone else was shivering with fear.
He continued :

I ask everyone of you to go away with the spirit of goodwill
towards Moderates, lawyers, schoolmasters, Government servants
and C.I.D.s1. The Moderates are our countrymen, they are
rallying round us today and when they find that the liberty of the
country is really at stake, they are giving full expression to their
views. It does one's soul good to read the leading articles in The
Leader and the Bengalee and, after all, are we going to wash away
the services of Sir Surendranath Banerjea2? I cannot possibly help
shedding a tear when anything is said disparagingly of him. I urge
upon this Committee to understand the admirable spirit in which
the Maharashtra party has pleaded for toleration for those who
do not see eye to eye with us. I am perfectly sure that when the
time comes for sacrifice, Maharashtra will not be behind Bengal,
or rather it is likely to come at the top.

Mr. Gandhi then expressed the hope that after his explanation, the pro-
vision proposed by the Maharashtra party would not be pressed because he
wanted that the spirit which actuated it should be fully assimilated by all non-
co-operators.

Concluding, Mr. Gandhi emphasized the programme and said:

Either we step into the new year with a full belief in this
programme and finish it with lightning speed or we dissolve this
compact of non-violence. So it is a fight to the finish with the Gov-
ernment in our own special manner. My belief in non-violence is
so great that, if the country can only assimilate the mental attitude
needed for the practice of real non-violence, we can promise swa-
raj in form and substance even before the end of this month.

The Hindu, 26-12-1921

1 Members of the Government's Criminal Investigation Department
2 1848-1925; President of the Congress in 1895 and 1902; later,  one of
the leaders of the Moderate Party